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`Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪           610-346-6700       ▪       www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
January 28, 2014 

 
Supervisors Present: Rob Zisko, Dave Long, Karen Bedics and John Oehler 
Also present: Terry Clemons, Esq. (Township Solicitor), Bob Wynn P.E. (Township Engineer), Chief Michael McDonald, 
David Nyman (Interim Township Manager) and Jason Wager (Secretary/Treasurer) 
 
Chairperson Zisko called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. Zisko announced 
that the Board held an Executive Session prior to tonight’s meeting to discuss land acquisition. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Mr. Long moved to accept the December 10, 2013 minutes as presented.  Mr. Zisko seconded; the motion failed 2-0-2, 
with Ms. Bedics abstaining for not being in attendance and Mr. Oehler abstaining for believing them to be incomplete. The 
minutes were tabled until the next meeting.  
 
Ms. Bedics moved to accept the January 6, 2014 Re-Organization minutes as presented.  Mr. Oehler seconded; the 
motion passed unanimously.   
 
Mr. Oehler moved to accept the January 6, 2014 minutes as presented.  Mr. Long seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously.   
 

Approval of Bills List 
 
Mr. Oehler moved to approve the following bills paid from January 4 to January 24, 2014: 
  

1. General Fund   4. Subdivision & Escrow     
 2. Liquid Fuels  5. Street Light                
 3. Open Space  6. Knecht’s Bridge   
 
Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
Road Department (posted) – Mr. Nyman reviewed the 11/5 – 12/23/2013 Road Department report.  The Road Department 
performed 181 hours of road maintenance, 460 hours of equipment maintenance, 49 hours of building maintenance, 12 
hours of sign maintenance, 186 hours of winter maintenance and 21 hours of paperwork during this period.     
 
Mr. Oehler moved to authorize the use of funds from the Reserve to pay Liquid Fuels bills until the 2014 Liquid Fuels funds 
are received with the Reserve being replenished from the Liquid Fuel Fund.  Mr. Long seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Police Department –   Chief McDonald discussed his report from November and December 2013.  There were 314 calls for 
service that included 41 calls for service performed by the State Police.  Twelve reportable crashes happened during this 
period.  The Department handled 1,930 calls for service and the State Police handled 192 calls of service in 2013.  In 2013, 
there were 117 traffic citations and 126 traffic warnings issued. 

$   2,422.49 
$       16.50 
$       30.21 
 

$   40,278.64 
$   28,425.66 
$        727.00  



  

Board of Supervisors                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    January 28, 2014 2 

 
Chief reported the onboard video cameras received from Upper Saucon Township Police have been installed in the main 
patrol vehicles.  The firearms range is nearly complete and the Department continues to work on the facilities to meet 
Justice Department and Juvenile Act requirements.  Chief also reported the security camera installation within the Township 
facility would begin soon. 
 
Treasurer Report – Jason Wager reported on the budget performance through December 31, 2013.  EIT revenue was up 
6.06% from 2012 at $726,615 surpassing our budget by $26,615.  Real Estate Transfer revenue was up 18.16% from last 
year and Real Estate and Delinquent Real Estate tax was up 6.76% from 2012 with both surpassing the budgeted numbers.  
Zoning Permits were down 26.22% from 2012 at $74,324 falling $10,676 under budget.  Total revenue year to date was 
$1,616,585 ($111,310 over budget) and was up 5.81% from last year.  Total expenses were $1,667,288 ($122,349 over 
budget) up .5% from 2012.  The Township net income was a negative $50,703 putting the Township $11,039 over budget. 

 
Mr. Wager noted the Bucks County TCC had extended its contract for the collection of EIT funds through 2019. 

 
Interim Township Manager/Zoning – David Nyman reported that 46 resumes have been received for the Township 
Manager position and their review has begun. Heather DiSario has withdrawn her resignation as Planning Secretary and 
will continue to do their minutes.   
 
Mr. Nyman noted that PennDOT is conducting a traffic study and review for the Richlandtown Pike and State Road 
intersection.  He stated that the Township Road bridge has been re-opened and the Bridge Street bridge construction is on 
schedule. 
 
Mr. Nyman stated that a meeting has been scheduled with the BCMOS director to pursue the application for the Municipal 
Open Space matching funding. 
 
Mr. Nyman announced nine applications have been received for the five member Parks & Recreation Committee and that 
the Board should consider setting time aside prior to one its upcoming meetings to interview the candidates.  He also 
reported the Springtown Volunteer Fire Company report was attached. 
 
Finally, Mr. Nyman requested an Executive Session immediately following tonight’s meeting to discuss personnel matters. 
  
In November and December, 3 Use & Occupancy resale inspections were conducted and a total of 29 permits for $5,440. 

 
Public Comment on Agenda Items   

 
Township resident Lisa Burland, 1930 Old Bethlehem Road, asked when the Bridge Street bridge reconstruction was 
scheduled to be completed.  Mr. Nyman stated that the bridge construction was scheduled to be completed by May 15, 
2014.  
 

Governmental Matters 
 

Open Space issues – No issues were discussed. 
 

Planning Matters   
 
Geissinger LLA – Mr. Wynn gave a brief overview of the application.  Mr. Scott Mill of Van Cleef Engineering noted the 
proposal was to secure one deed of consolidation after conveying 4.594 acres to the Ridge and Valley Rod and Gun Club.  
The following waivers were requested: Section 402.2.A – plan scale requirements; Section 402.3.K – tract boundary 
determined by field survey; Section 402.3.P – existing contours; Section 402.3.F – natural resources mapping and Section 
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402.3.N – showing existing buildings, driveways, etc.  It was noted that the Planning Commission had recommended 
approval. 
 
Mr. Oehler moved to grant conditional final approval for the Geissinger lot line adjustment, subject to compliance with the 
conditions of the C. Robert Wynn Associates review letter dated November 27, 2013.  Mr. Long seconded; the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Old Business 
 

There was no old business. 
 

New Business 
 

(1)  Planning Commission – The Planning Commission’s recommendation to send the draft Zoning Ordinance 
Lighting Regulations amendment to the BCPC for review.  Ms. Bedics moved to send the draft Zoning Ordinance 
Lighting Regulations amendment to the Bucks County Planning Commission for review. Mr. Long seconded; the 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
(2)  EAC yard waste and Birdtown update – Hans Reimann shared the pros and cons of composting in the 

Township and possibly partnering with Lower Saucon’s yard waste recycling program.  It was the consensus of the 
Board for him to open discussions regarding Springfield Township possibly participating in their program. 

 
 Mr. Reimann also presented a Birdtown Certificate awarded to Springfield Township by the Audubon Society and 

discussed partnering with Springfield Elementary School for the Birdtown program.  It was the consensus of the 
Board to support this partnership. 

 
 He further presented the idea of the Township providing six individual scholarships of $55 each to the upcoming 

Audubon Stewardship Seminar being held in the Quakertown area.  Mr. Oehler moved to authorize the 
expenditure of up to $330 for these scholarships.  Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 Finally, Mr. Reimann indicated the possibility of securing a trailer to allow for the collection and storage of tires year 

round.  The Road Department had previously indicated that would be possible and the consensus of the Board 
was to support the project.  

 
(3)  Hough Associates Recycling Consultation proposal – Mr. Oehler moved to approve the proposal of Hough 

Associates to collect recycling date and prepare a Recycling Grant application for Springfield Township.  Ms. 
Bedics seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 

 
(4)  Emergency Management Plan Promulgation – The Board requested an opportunity to review the revised plan 

and requested that the adoption of the plan be tabled until the next meeting.  
 

Correspondence 
 

Mr. Nyman reviewed all correspondence in the Board including the Planning Commission Annual Report, the PSATS News 
Bulletin for January and a proposed BCATO By-Laws amendment. 
 

Public Comment 
 
Township resident Hans Reimann, 2915 Springtown Hill Road, expressed his thanks to the Road Crew and the Police 
Department for their assistance in removing a downed tree from across the road in front of his property in a timely manner. 
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Supervisor Comments  

 
There were no Supervisor comments. 

 
 

Adjournment 
 

At 8:36 p.m., Mr. Long moved to adjourn the meeting into an Executive Session.  Mr. Oehler  seconded; the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  February 25, 2014   
Approved:  February 25, 2014 

 


